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! OUR LIBRARY. 

LITERATURE IN CHICAGO. 

lips Steele was the first to remark — he has certainly 

rlast — that there is a secret propensity in nature, 
■n to generation, for blockheads of one age to 
TWI Mv_ of another. The sentiment fits our local pur- 
if consolation, whether we make it account for the 
which Chicago literature has received in the past, 
the mutual admiration societies into which other 
I droits have constituted themselves, to the disdain 
oger efforts, or, finally, for the hope that the Chicago 
in of 1871, may possibly find an adequate apprecia- 
oewhere about the year 1900. In any case, how- 



| selves, are very remarkable. The eastern monthlies of j The writer kn> v. s of a recent instance in which a young 
J character and excellence, depend largely for their mercantile and r.Wure literary man was lifted into sudden prominence, 
I prosperity upon the standing and wealth of the great pub- j simply by the generics adoption of a great house at the 



;jj entirely patriotic to contend that our local litera- ; to Western production, and it seems to be placed upon a 



lishinj; houses who issue them, and with mt whose support 
and resources they would probably succumb to the demands 
of the contributors and printers. Such has been the history 
of a dozen that we might mention. Yet, The Western* 
Monthly was started in Chicago about two years ago— a 
weak, puny thing that had few elements of longevity— by 
individual enterprise, and without any outside axes to grind. 
It improved steadily from its very first number, until 
now, as Tht Lakeside, its editors and publishers need not 
be ashamed to lay it along side with The Atlantic and Tht 
Galaxy. Its four bound volumes, though scarcely yet 
adolescent, show a variety and excellence which do credit 



i been underrated both at home and abroad. 

ijr be admitted, to begin with, that there is no greater 

than to maintain that local literature should be sup- 
limply because it is of home production, unless it be 
her fallacy, of assuming that no literature of home 
don fa worth the support of the public. If local 

and publishers have been apt to fall into the first 
til equally certain that local readers have committed 
ond mistake to such an extent as to deny recognition 
1 it due. In spite of this difficulty of reaching the 
eye and judgment, it will not be a hard matter to 
urate that Chicago has made literary progress which 

be ^compared , \~ ..,.; < •*.'". 
Jy to the com- y -jg 
I progress that is 



ally admitted to 
irJleled. It was 
iwyeais ago that 
» York newspa- 
tre Imported by 
idreds, hawked 
he streets by the 
ys, and eagerly 
up^jthe Chi- 1>V 
eople. To-day, 
ndtalers of Chi- 
■djjjt difficult ty^t? 
of^Hjrw copies; V 
»d upon ' '.■; 



tunity to publish a little daily paper for its benefit. It was 
a case in which patriotism found its own reward, for from 
these small beginnings sprang a juvenile monthly— The 
Little Corporal— which is now known all over the world, 
has a fabulous number of subscribers, and has made a for- 
tune for its projector. In religious journalism, no better 
samples of success are needed than the Advance, and Inte- 



Ka~(. The lime '> yt Ht<t»nt when any publishing firm in 
Chicago may hope to do this, and it is one of the popular 
prejudices against which the new houses will have to con- 
tend. But if Chicago publishers will cultivate liberality, — 
the opposite of the course pursued in one case, in which 
$100 was paid for work that is bringing the publisher several 
thousands, — proper encouragement and prompt payment to 
writers, without whose co-operation the most enterprising 
publishers cannot hope to succeed, it is certain that such 
resources will be found, such talent and ambition attracted, 
as to make Chicago literature in the future fully equal in 
character and in profit to that of Philadelphia, New York 
or Boston. 



lasting basis of prosperity. The Sanitary Fair, held in 

Chicago some years ago, gave a practical printer an oppor-- Thb Overland Monthly,— always full of the most 



charmingly unconventional literature imaginable, — has come 
to find its way alongside the more pretentious, and often- 
times less enjoyable eastern magazines, and is to our 
American periodicals what its late editor, Bret Harte, is to 
our current literature, an eminently grateful and refreshing 
relaxation and change. In matters of solid excellence it is 
in no part lacking, while for enlivening, often grotesque 
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'i iplaln as the Ian- ": '£\ 

b'thlch Truth- 4 ^ 
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*!»«■; Chicago- jiy, 
" i|»ri 1 tp-day,sur>"'. i .' 

•Itfai that the** 
l follies" of the 
yorkr metropolis 
"iKir local read- 
- d there are those 
v ouend that this 
.trydishofnews- 
Mp is served up 



rior ; the National Sunday School Teaclur furnishes lessons i humor, it is unsurpassed. And the secret of its greatest 
for the Sunday schools of every State, and nearly every charm lies hidden in the palpahlc fact— if the bull is allow- 
towit and denomination; The American Builder is an I able,— that it simply reflects the life of the section that gives 

it birth. Of course, the 
ex -occupant of the sanc- 
tum sanctorum headed 
its brilliant gallaxy of 
talented magazinists. 
The latest comeramong 
these signs himself Ur- 
sus, and in the January 
number gives his first 
installment of " Grizzly- 
Papers ," which are 
somewhat startling. In- 
stance the following : 

" The common house- 
fly, of the California 
variety — distinguished 
above all others by being 
always in season — will 
trot up a window-pane, 
flutter down to the bot- 
tom and trot up again, 
for exactly three hours 
and twenty minutes. I 
have verified this, in one 
instance, by actual ob- 
servation, watch in 
hand. It is disgraceful 
that that fly should not 
employ his time to bet- 
ter advantage. 

"Nearly all tribes of 
Indians eat flies." 




"fa* "attractive ^^i^^#i^,^|;,^TH E , BIRTH PLACE OF W H ITTIER 



"Chicago that at 

1 «• In this frontier city of twenty years ago, there are [ organ for architecture and the material arts, that is in every 

way creditable ; and the modesty of the publisher alone 
forbids any otherthan mere mention of The Art Review. 
There are good reasons why Chicago literature should 
continue to prosper, and why we should regard its sphere of 
usefulness, ornamentation and success, as but just begun. 
One of these is the good Presbyterian doctrine of the pre 



v «r tro hundred publications— asmany as there are 
•hole Pacific coast— at least one hundred and fifty of 
"My be regarded as permanent and regular, published 
*etkly or monthly. Of course, good literature, like 
< nne, improves with age, and is to be estimated by the 
' Instead of the quantity. Many of the large number 



"Md are publications for special interests; but it 1 destined centrality of location. If Chicago is to be the 
•^remembered that the driving character of Chicago great centre and distributing depot of cattle, grain and 
ihicago people demanded that the proper newspaper 



: «l»hould be attained first, and it was only after this 

1 '«! accomplished that adequate attention was given 

other provinces of literature. Now we have publics- 

" » Purely literary charartcr, of religion, law, amuse- 

*Qence, dry-goods, drugs, manufacture, fashion, 

1 *>!«, commerce and trade, live-stock, spiritualistic, 

"•tyi for workingmen, women, Sunday schools, 

"*> odd fellows, masons, soldiers, agriculturalists— 

"". for pretty much everything and everybody to be 

• printing press. Why, Chicago started the 

*"\ yoted purely to the fine arts on this conti- 

'ndlo^rjay. In The Aft Review has the only journal 

«wd in America. It will no longer do to affect a 

,f w Chicago literature. 

"dividual instances of literary success in Chicago, 
e of the peculiar olwtaclex which presented ihcm- 
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The Little Corpo- 
ral, always fresh and 
good, seems to even 
excel itself in its more 
.'!,•. '/'.•'- orthodox magazine form 

' '.—r which is the highest 

possible praise. It is fully up to the requirements and 
desires of English-reading juveniles, the world over. First 
published by Alfred L. Sewell, and more recently by Sew- 
ell & Miller, it has now passed into the hands of John E. 
Miller, and the editorship into the control of Mrs. Emily 
Huntington Miller. That the present publisher will add even 
to the past success of that wonderfully popular magazine, 
and that the editor will increase its former excellence, — if 
that were possible, — we certainly believe. ;,--: '..;,;- :'.-., 



lumber for this country, the same combination of drcum 

stances will make it a great literary centre,— for literature is Scribner's Monthly,— three magazines merged into 
also a commodity controlled by laws of supply and demand, one,— is certainly as good as three ordinary magazines, and 
production and distribution. Another reason is, that the ) in this union, under the able conductorship of Dr. J. G. 
mechanical work of literature— the type-setting, press-work • Holland, has, combined within its generous pages, more 
and binding— is nowhere done better than in this city. The elements of popularity and permanency than are ordinarily 
fact is amply attested by the chaste and handsome appear- ' vouchsafed to a periodical publication of any kind. It is, 
ance of all the periodicals mentioned, and by every' sample ( in no narrow sense, a magazine " for the people," and we 
of. workmanship that comes from the press of Horton & ; congratulate the publishers upnn being able to give so much 
Leonard, or that of the Lakeside Printing and Publishing '■ that is good for so little money. 

Company. Within a few months, a law-publishing firm of ' — — ■ '*'•; "■'".'••' 

this city has issued an elegant edition of Erskine's Speeches. I The B.rth place or Wh™, a fine wood-cut, done 
•n four volumes, an undertaking that would have frightened [ in j; er , in> from Prang . s chromo cf Ae Mme sub - u rf 
many Eastern pubhshcrs. and the book is making a great I intcrest to cvcry Amcril :an. The man whose itt chi!d . 
deal of money. Another reason, and, perhaps, the last one, , hood was passed under tllc ncrous roof . tw rf thU , B| 
.s that the same enterprise which has built up great news- ! Kew England home, has won for himself a welcome to thou- 
papers will also bmld up great publishing louses. sand: . of ollltr hol)KS> an<J „ warm )ace .„ a „ ^^ 



